The Catcher 
in the Rye

By J. D. Salinger

Holden Caulfield studies at an expensive boarding school, Pencey Prep. Like many times before, he fails most of the subjects and is going to be kicked out. But he doesn't feel like staying the whole term, so he goes to New York for a couple of days, before returning home. He checks in at a cheap hotel. 

After an unpleasant incidence when a hooker and her pimp robbed Holden for five dollars, he leaves the hotel and starts wandering around. He is haunted by memories. Holden thinks of his late brother Allie, his baby sister Phoebe, and a girl he used to know as a child, Jane Gallagher. He meets teachers, old school buddies, and girl friends. Holden gets more and more depressed, seeking desperately for a friend. He's feeling very lonely.

Salinger repeats certain themes over and over again, for example the eternal question ”where do the ducks go in the winter” and this song, ”...if a body catch a body coming through the rye...”. These things make the story more interesting.

The dialogues are written in a very odd way, ”got damn” becomes ”goddam” and ”son of a bitch” becomes ”sonuvabitch”, just to make the text more alive.

This book is very depressing, especially if you can identify yourself with young Holden. It's remarkable that he survives these terrible days. Nothing turns out as he wants.

Anyway, we are told that the story ends well, Holden is happy and returns home. I think it's strange that he changes from depressed to happy so easily. Even though he is saved by his sympathetic baby sister Phoebe, the catcher in the rye.

Review by Tom Söderlund, N1a.

